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The editorial opinions expressed here
are offered to provoke thought on
important and sometimes controversial
or provocative issues.
Agree or disagree, we’d like to hear
from you:
starsandstrikes@sbcglobal.net

WTBA Takes Charge With Bold Project
I recently had the privilege of visit the incredible
Kegel Training Center in
Florida to write a story for
Bowlers Journal International Magazine about the
World Tenpin Bowling
Association’s ‘Regulation
Bowling Ball’ project. It was
a very interesting day.
While
doing
the
interviews for the story with
Kegel’s John Davis and other
members of the WTBA
Technical Committee, I was
thinking how complex this
project is, and about all of the
implications it could have on
the future of the sport.
Then, I had a second
thought - maybe its not so
complicated. Maybe the
beauty of the concept is that
it is a relatively simple
solution to bowling’s
credibility problem.
Over the years, some
very smart people have said
that
bowling’s
lane
conditioning rules need to be
changed, and they have been
changed several times, but it
didn’t solve any problems quite the contrary. Others
have preached that heavier
pins are the only answer,
and pin weight was
increased, but not enough to
make a difference in
ridiculously high scoring by
amateur league bowlers.
There are numerous
complex components and
subcomponents that make up
what we call the bowling
environment, but the three
primary facets are pins, lanes
and balls. What John Davis
and his associates have
concluded is that if you build
a ball that doesn’t flair or flip
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for each player to be competitive. Kegel President and
WTBA Tech Committee
chairman John Davis told me
that at one WTBA event with
about 600 bowlers, over
5000 balls were checked in.
Not to mention the cost
of the equipment itself, the
cost to transport and ship the
balls is enormous, and federations or individual
bowlers without big budgets
are put at a distinct disadvantage. Bowling is a relatively
inexpensive sport for most,
but for international elite
players, it has become very
expensive, even to the point
where some can no longer
afford to travel and compete.
We will learn much more
about this bold project at
Bowl Expo in Las Vegas
June 25-30. John Davis and
several members of WTBA
will be there to give an update, and you can bank on
the fact that a lot of behindthe-scenes discussions will
happen between all parties
involved.
Is this the answer to
bowling’s credibility woes?
It could be part of it, just like
USBC’s Sport Bowling is a
part. The question is, who
and how many will sign on
to the idea, and who will oppose it? As John Davis said,
“it won’t happen overnight”.
Problems that took decades
to mature cannot be solved
in days or weeks.
But – it’s a start for
WTBA, and we salute them
for having the courage and
vision to go forward with
what could be a significant
step toward a better future
for bowling worldwide.

